Welcome to the World
of Orality




ON A

Name These




Oral Communicators name geometric
patterns by what they resemble:
plate, box, house, etc..

Those with even a small amount of
education, though, name them as
circle, square, triangle: all learned
conceptual ideas!




Which does not belong?




Both a saw and an axe will ‘work
the log’, but a hammer won't. An
oral communicator wouldn't include
the hammer as part of the

grouping.

A 'group of tools’ is conceptual
thinking!




Which does not belong?




Some oral communicators who
associated with literates were aware
that others think differently.

One replied: A wise man will say the
cup doesn’t belong.

When asked what a foolish man would
say, he replied: A foolish man would
say the orange doesnt belong.

(What would he think about us?)




We are used to conceptual thinking.
We grow up that way. It is our
default!

We say things like:

He's acting like a round object in a
square hole.

What are your circles of influence?

He's really square!




We are also used to logical thinking.
Again, we grow up that way: it is
our default!

We say things like:
God is a God of love.
God loves all people.
Does God love you?
(Of course, we think!)




We also say things like:

After God created Adam and Eve,
they disobeyed God and sinned.

Because of Adam's sin, all people
are sinners.

Are you a sinner?

(Again, we think, of course!)




However, some people think or
process information differently
than we do. Let's look at a survey
done with oral peoples of Russia...




In a formal survey, one oral
communicator was told: Precious
metals do not rust. Gold is a
precious metal. Does gold rust?

He responded: Do precious metals
rust or not? Does gold rust or not?
Precious metals rust. Precious gold
rusts.




When asked the same question the
second time, he responded: To go

by your words, they should all be
white.




Question: What sort of person are
you, what's your character like,
what are your good qualities and
shortcomings?

Answer: I came here from Uch-
Kurgan, I was very poor, and now
I'm married and have children.




Question: Are you satisfied with

yourself or would you like to be
different?

Answer: It would be good if I had
a little more land and could sow
some more wheat.




Question: Well, people are
different -- calm, hot-tempered,
or sometimes their memory is poor.
What do you think of yourself?

Answer: We behave well. If we
were bad people, no one would
respect us.




Another responded to that same
question: What can I say about my
own heart? How can I talk about
my character? Ask others, they
can tell you about me. I myself
can't say anything.
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When asked what he thought about
a new village school headmaster, a
Central African man replied:

Let’s watch how he dances.
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When we
require oral
communicators
respond to our
literate-based
teaching styles,
we think they just
don't measure up!




<

The fact is, in a world of oral
communicators, we are the
learning disabled.




Will those we work with,
serve, and minister to say -

To go by YOUR words:

God loves me.

To go by YOUR words:
I am a sinner.

To go by YOUR words:
Jesus paid for my sin.




Is that the kind of Christianity
we want ?1? Are those the kind
of Christians we want 1?!

We want transformed lives !




There are four areas that
affect a person...




In our Our Traditional Approach

attempts to
transform lives
through our
evangelism,
teaching and
preaching,
what do we
do?
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